Contracts I Syllabus
Fall Semester 2011

Prof. Carol Swanson
Tuesday/Thursday Mornings, 8:00-9:15
Room 101

1. Course Description & Objectives:

	This semester will explore the creation and interpretation of binding promises through an in-depth analysis of cases, Restatement provisions, and statutory sections.

By the semester’s end, each student will be able to understand and articulate how:
· Mutual assent and consideration form the basis of contractual obligation;
· In the absence of a bargained-for exchange, promissory estoppel and restitution may provide the basis for liability;
· The statute of frauds (S/F) limits the enforceability of otherwise binding arrangements; and
· The parol evidence rule (PER) and interpretation principles shape the agreement’s meaning.

2. Required Text & Materials:

REQUIRED TEXTS:
· Charles L. Knapp, Nathan M. Crystal & Harry G. Prince, Problems in Contract Law: Cases and Materials (6th ed. 2007)(“Casebook”).
· Charles L. Knapp, Nathan M. Crystal & Harry G. Prince, Rules of Contract Law (2011-12 Statutory Supplement)(“Statutory Supplement”).

TWEN COURSE WEBSITE:	
· Students must enroll and provide an e-mail address.
· Other course materials will be made available through TWEN.

3. Grades & Attendance: 

The final grade will be based on two exams:  a one-hour mid-term exam (25%), which will be given on Tuesday, October 18; and a three-hour final exam (75%) at the semester’s end.  Both exams are anonymous and closed-book.

The ABA requires that all law students regularly attend classes.  Missing four classes is presumptively excessive and can be the basis for involuntary withdrawal from the course.


4. Technology Policy:

	Students may use their laptops or other electronic devices in the classroom for course-related activities only.  In addition, students must refrain from displaying wallpaper, screen savers, or any other material on their computer screens that can reasonably be expected to distract their classmates.

5. My Availability:

Whenever you want to contact me, please call (651-523-2138), send an email (cswanson@hamline.edu), or stop by my office (Room 216E). Scheduling an office appointment is not necessary, although setting one up will assure you of my availability at a particular time (set the appointment up through me or my assistant Gloria Strom 651-523-2805; gstrom01@hamline.edu).  If my office door happens to be closed when you stop by, always feel free to knock!

Class Schedule & Assignments:

NOTE:  Separate page assignments are not given for the Statutory Supplement.  As casebook readings reference statutory materials, students are responsible for reviewing the relevant sections in the Statutory Supplement.

#1. Tuesday, Aug. 23:  Casebook pp. 1-20 (advance assignment).
· Welcome to Contracts I!
· Overview/What to Expect
· Chapter 1:  An Introduction to the Study of Contract Law
· Sources of Contract Law
· Contract Theory
· The Lawyering Perspective

#2. Thursday, Aug. 25:  Casebook pp. 21-38.
· Chapter 2:  The Basis of Contractual Obligation—Mutual Assent and Consideration
· Mutual Assent

#3. Tuesday, Aug. 30:  Casebook pp. 38-58.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Mutual Assent, cont’d

#4. Thursday, Sept. 1:  Casebook pp. 58-70.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Mutual Assent, cont’d

#5. Tuesday, Sept. 6:  Casebook pp. 71-90.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Consideration

#6. Thursday, Sept. 8:  Casebook pp. 90-107.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Consideration, cont’d

#7. Tuesday, Sept. 13:  Casebook pp. 108-28.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Application Issues:  Pre-Acceptance Reliance
· Application Issues:  ”Battle of Forms”

#8. Thursday, Sept. 15:  Casebook pp. 128-43.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Application Issues:  Pre-Acceptance Reliance, cont’d
· Problem 2-1
· Application Issues:  ”Firm Offers”
· Problem 2-2
· Problem 2-3

#9. Tuesday, Sept. 20:  Casebook pp. 143-63.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Application Issues:  ”Battle of Forms”

#10. Thursday, Sept. 22:  Casebook pp. 163-83.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Application Issues:  “Battle of Forms,” cont’d
· Problem 2-4
· Application Issues:  ”Agreement to Agree”

#11. Tuesday, Sept. 27:  Casebook 183-93.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Application Issues:  ”Agreement to Agree,” cont’d
· Problem 2-5
· Problem 2-6
· Problem 2-7

#12. Thursday, Sept. 29:  Casebook pp. 193-214.
· Chapter 2, cont’d
· Application Issues:  Electronic Contracting
· Problem 2-8

#13. Tuesday, Oct. 4:  Casebook pp. 215-37.
· Chapter 3:  Promissory Estoppel & Restitution
· Promissory Estoppel (In the Family, Charitable Subscriptions)
· Problem 3-1


#14. Thursday, Oct. 6:  Casebook pp. 237-53.
· Chapter 3, cont’d
· Promissory Estoppel (Promises in Commercial Contexts)

#15. Tuesday, Oct. 11:  Casebook pp. 253-73.
· Chapter 3, cont’d
· Restitution

#16. Thursday, Oct. 13:  Casebook pp. 273-91.
· Chapter 3, cont’d
· Restitution, cont’d

#17. Tuesday, Oct. 18:  MID-TERM

Thursday, Oct. 20:  NO CLASS—FALL BREAK!

#18. Tuesday, Oct. 25:  Review of Mid-Term Exam

#19. Thursday, Oct. 27:  Casebook pp. 291-301.
· Chapter 3, cont’d
· Restitution, cont’d
· Problem 3-2
· Problem 3-3

#20. Tuesday, Nov. 1:  Casebook pp. 303-23.
· Chapter 4:  The Statute of Frauds (S/F)
· General Principles

#21. Thursday, Nov. 3:  Casebook pp. 323-34.
· Chapter 4:  The Statute of Frauds (S/F), cont’d
· General Principles, cont’d
· Problem 4-1

#22. Tuesday, Nov. 8:  Casebook pp. 335-47.
· Chapter 4:  The Statute of Frauds (S/F), cont’d
· UCC §2-201
· Problem 4-2

#23. Thursday, Nov. 10:  Casebook pp. 349-70.
· Chapter 5:  Meaning of the Agreement (Interpretation/PER)
· Interpretation Principles

#24. Tuesday, Nov. 15:  Casebook pp. 370-94.
· Chapter 5:  Meaning of the Agreement (Interpretation/PER), cont’d
· Interpretation Principles, cont’d
· PER
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#25. Thursday, Nov. 17:  Casebook pp. 394-415.
· Chapter 5:  Meaning of the Agreement (Interpretation/PER), cont’d
· PER, cont’d

#26. Tuesday, Nov. 22:  415-432.
· Chapter 5:  Meaning of the Agreement (Interpretation/PER), cont’d
· PER, cont’d

Thursday, Nov. 24:  NO CLASS—THANKSGIVING!

#27. Tuesday, Nov. 29:  Casebook pp. 432-35
· Chapter 5:  Meaning of the Agreement (Interpretation/PER), cont’d
· Problem 5-1
· Problem 5-2

#28. Thursday, Dec. 1:  REVIEW.
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