Professor Larry A. Bakken				Office Hours: During Open Time
Law/Grad Bldg.-Room 220E				or by appointment	
Office: 651-523-2189					Students are welcome to stop	
Home:	763-521-6011					by office anytime 
E-mail: lbakken@hamline.edu 
				 
Comparative Law – (2 credits)
Professor Larry Bakken


Required Text:  Comparative Law: Historical Development of the Civil Law Tradition in Europe, Latin America and East Asia, Merryman, Clark, and Haley, LexNexis (2010) 
ISBN-978-1-4224-7478-5

Recommended Law: Comparative Legal Traditions In A Nutshell, 3rd ed. Glendon, Carozza, Picker, Thomson West, (2008) ISBN – 978-0-314-18428-3

Course Description:  This course examines the role of comparative law in the American legal system the influence and contribution of other forms of foreign law to modern American jurisprudence and what benefits comparative law provides today’s lawyers in their day to day practice. This course will look beyond national boundaries of traditional thinking and beyond local politics.  National boundaries have limited significance in light of changing technology, the expansion of trade and finance, environment, intellectual property and universal human rights.  The course will introduce students to competing legal systems in areas such as Europe, Asia, Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East.

Purpose: The course should appeal to students with diverse interests, experience, and expertise.
The course will examine differences between the practical and academic perspectives of foreign areas of law and related legal systems.   Students will find interesting and unique differences between legal systems and should discover new resources that can be used to assist them in finding novel solutions to problems raised by clients.  Students will better understand their own legal system by a comparative study of modern legal systems. In addition comparative studies will make the modern lawyer better able to address legal issues, client needs and public demands.

Coverage:   The coverage of the course includes an examination of major legal traditions found in the common law (1066), Roman Civil Law (533), the laws of France (1804) and Germany (1896).  The course also examine selected topics in the development of law found in Spain, Italy, South African, Latin America, Hindu, Chinese, and African legal traditions.  The differences and similarities of these legal traditions will be discussed and evaluated.  Specific attention will be devoted to the value and use of comparative law in modern American courts.  This will include topics such as evidence and witness’, the history of Roman law, the use of civil law in Europe, the role and importance of Cannon law and the acceptance of civil and Cannon law in Latin America, African and Asia.

Class Format: Lectures, case analysis, questions/answers, problem analysis and student presentations.

Computer Policy:  You may use laptop computers or other electronic devices in class to take notes and access course related materials. You should not use your laptop or electronic devices for other purposes.

In addition to the usual courtesies due to your classmates, refrain from text-messaging and e-mail, using cell phones, pagers, or any other communication device. Refrain also from displaying wallpaper, screen savers, or other material on your computer screen that can reasonably be expected to distract your classmates.

Attendance  Students are expected to attend class and be prepared each day. 

Grading Policy: 
50% - Take home exam (2 questions)
50% - 15 page Comparative Law paper 

Comparative Law Paper:  Students must submit a research paper for a portion of their final grade. The topic of the paper must be approved by the instructor by September 17, 2011. The paper should be a typed, double-spaced, and 15 pages in length. Text should be in a 12-point font Margins should be 1” on the right side and top; bottom, and left margins should be 1¼”. The paper should include a table of contents, footnotes, bibliography and a separate two page executive summary. This paper is due November 20, 2011. The final copy will not be returned.


	August 13
	Introduction 
Nutshell    
	1-50
1-16
	

	
	
	
	

	August 20
	Civil Law 
Nutshell
	52-75
17-58
	Common Law 306-324
153-180

	
	
	
	

	August 27
	Legal Structures
  Civil Law
  Nutshell
	
76-136
59-76
	England 325-361
181-215

	
	
	
	

	September 3
	Labor Day
	
	

	
	
	
	

	September 10
	Continued
	
	361-429

	
	
	
	

	September 17
	Legal Actors
   Civil Law
   Nutshell
	
137-157
  76-96
	England 430-474
               216-243

	
	
	
	

	September 24
	Continued
   Nutshell
	
157-184
	
474-507

	
	
	
	

	October 1
	Guest Speaker
Procedural Civil Law 
Nutshell
	
185-217

97-127
	England 508-549

	

	
	
	

	October 8
	Procedure Civil Law Continued
Nutshell
	217-225
	England 550-592
244-275

	
	
	
	

	October 15
	Sources in Civil Law
Nutshell
	226-260
127-149
	England 593-632
275-309

	
	
	
	

	October 22
	Midterm Break
	
	

	
	
	
	

	October 29
	Sources in Civil Law
Nutshell
	260-293
108-127
	England 632-671
216-243

	
	
	
	

	November 5
	
Nutshell
	295-303
108-127
	England 672-685
216-243

	
	
	
	

	November 12
	European 
Nutshell
(Reports)
	
	686-755
313-347

	
	
	
	

	November 20
	European Human Rights
Nutshell
(Reports)
	
	746-799
348-358






Comparative Law Research Project ( 1-credit) Professor Larry Bakken
Students may wish to complete the Comparative Law Research Project in association with the Comparative Law class.  To complete this project the student must submit a research paper that compares some aspect of a specific legal system to American law.  The student  must select the area of law and the particular legal system to be compared.  Arrangements must be made with the professor and the final copy is due on November 20, 2011.  
