
Professional Responsibility Fall 2011

Wednesdays 11:00 am-12:50 pm

Professor Jessica Mason Pieklo

jessmasonp@gmail.com
Course Objectives: 
The objective of this course is to give students an understanding of the law that governs the conduct of lawyers.  The focus will be on the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct and the ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct.  The course will emphasize the impact of these rules on the practice of law and procedures available for improvement of the legal profession. The course will compare selected Model Rules to the actual rules adopted by Minnesota and other states. 

Learning Outcomes: 
Students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the ethical rules that govern the profession; acquire the knowledge and skills required to competently represent one’s clients; articulate the roles lawyers play in promoting justice, improving the legal profession, and serving the community; solve problems in innovative, integrative, analytical, and ethical norms. 

2.   Required Text and Materials:


Nathan M. Crystal, Professional Responsibility: Problems of Practice and the 
Profession; Fourth Edition (Aspen Publishers).


Stephen Gillers, Roy D. Simon, Andrew M. Perlman, Regulation of Lawyers, 
Statutes and Standards; Concise Edition 2011 (Aspen 2011)

3.   Grades and Attendance:

Grading will be based on a final exam that is anonymous, two-hour, closed-book.  Attendance and participation will factor into a student’s grade as well in either a positive or a negative manner.


Because this class meets only once a week consistent attendance is crucial for keeping pace with the material.  If you believe that you will miss more than one class please let me know as soon as possible.

4.   Technology Policy:

Students may use their laptops or other electronic devices in the classroom for course-related activities only.  Students are encouraged to bring to class outside materials such as newspaper or magazine articles, blog posts, etc.. that are topical or related to the coursework.  

Class Schedule
Wednesday, August 24th

· Introduction to Professional Responsibility: TEXT and problems pp. 1-57
Wednesday, August 31

· Defense and Prosecution of Criminal Cases: TEXT and problems pp. 68-96

Wednesday, September 7th

- Defense and Prosecution of Criminal Cases Cont.. TEXT and problems pp. 98-144

Wednesday, September 14th

· Defense and Prosecution of Criminal Cases Cont.. TEXT and problems pp. 146-162

Wednesday, September 21

· Defense and Prosecution of Criminal Cases Cont.. TEXT and problems pp. 162-214

Wednesday, September 28

· Ethical Issues in Civil Litigation: The Client-Lawyer Relationship, Confidentiality, and Conflicts of Interest TEXT and problems pp. 219-258

Wednesday, October 5th

· Ethical Issues in Civil Litigation: The Client-Lawyer Relationship, Confidentiality, and Conflicts of Interest TEXT and problems pp. 258-269

Wednesday, October 12

· Ethical Issues in Civil Litigation: The Client-Lawyer Relationship, Confidentiality, and Conflicts of Interest TEXT and problems pp. 217-348

Wednesday, October 19th

· Ethical Issues in Civil Litigation: Limitations on Zealous Representation, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and Delivery of Legal Services TEXT and problems pp. 360-405

Wednesday, October 26th

· Ethical Issues in Civil Litigation: Limitations on Zealous Representation, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and Delivery of Legal Services TEXT and problems pp. 408-435

Wednesday, November 2nd

-Ethical Issues in Civil Litigation: Limitations on Zealous Representation, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and Delivery of Legal Services TEXT and problems pp. 442-491
Wednesday, November 9th

· Ethical Issues in Office Practice TEXT and problems pp. 504-580

Wednesday, November 16th

- Lawyers in Public Service: Judges, Government Attorneys, and Public Interest Lawyers TEXT and problems 590-637
Wednesday, November 23

· NO CLASS
Wednesday, November 30th 

- Special Ethical Problems of Law Firms TEXT and problems pp. 643-665


