Spring 2012 Preliminary Syllabus – MBT 12/19/11

Legal Research and Writing II – PRELIMINARY Spring 2012 Syllabus
Mary Trevor, Legal Writing Weekday Section A

mtrevor@hamline.edu
651-523-2487    Office: 217W
Office hours posted outside my office door and on TWEN
Class Schedule: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 11:00-11:50 a.m. in Room 240A

Introduction

Welcome to Legal Research and Writing II. This semester, the course will focus on legal research, drafting, writing to a client, persuasive writing, and oral advocacy. Note that the class is a three-credit class and will therefore be meeting three days a week, as noted above. For the first seven weeks, two of the three classes in the week will cover the research portion of the class. The other class will be your writing class. After spring break, all three classes each week will be writing (or oral advocacy) classes.
Please consult the Legal Research and Writing Student Manual for detailed information about grading, the attendance policy, and the format of the writing portion of the course. Note that for the most part, the format and policies for the course remain the same as they were in fall semester for the writing portion of the course. The Student Manual, with some updates for the spring, will be posted on my TWEN site.
Please note that this is a preliminary syllabus, covering—in draft form—the first seven weeks of the writing portion of the course, which I will teach. (See below for the explanation of the research portion of the course.) You will receive my final syllabus for the writing portion on the first day of class. Please note that I may modify the final syllabus as the semester proceeds, if necessary.  I will announce modifications as far in advance as possible.
The Teaching Assistant for the course this semester will continue to be the TA you worked with in the fall: Elizabeth Bush (ebush01@hamlineuniversity.edu).
	If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. The best way to get me before the semester starts is by email. I am happy to set up an appointment at my office during that time, too.

TWEN Sites

	You will have access to three course-related TWEN sites this semester. I will be setting up a new TWEN site for our section, called “Legal Research and Writing II, Section A (Trevor).” Please be sure to register on the site before spring classes start. You will continue to have access to Professor Fettig’s TWEN site from fall semester in case you wish to refer to any of those materials at any time. Finally, as noted below, you will also be registered on the research TWEN site.
Legal Research Instruction

	During the first seven weeks of the course, the Monday and Friday class periods will be taught by Reference Librarian Megan Jens (mjens01@hamline.edu). In this portion of the course you will learn about legal research sources and techniques. You will be required to complete reading assignments and answer questions before class and complete research exercises after class, most or all of which will be due on Mondays. At the end of the seven-week period you will take a research exam, and the research training portion of the course will be complete. 
	The research portion of the course will have its own TWEN site where information will be posted and where you will submit completed exercises. You should be registered for that site by the librarians before the start of the semester. Approximately one-third of the total points for your grade in LRW II will be earned in the research portion of the course.  
	Please see the separate legal research syllabus for more information about class topics, assignments, point values, due dates, and policies for the research portion of the course. This syllabus should be posted on the Registrar’s site before classes start. Note also that you will need to buy two books for the research part of the course. They should be listed in the bookstore and in the research syllabus.

Textbooks

Required textbooks and materials for the writing class (these are the same texts and materials that were required fall semester):

The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (Columbia Law Review Ass’n et al. eds., 19th ed. 2010) ISBN 9780615361161 (“Bluebook”).

George W. Kuney & Donna C. Looper, Mastering Legal Analysis and Drafting (Carolina Academic Press 2009) ISBN 978-1-59460-628-1 (“Kuney & Looper”).

Tracy L. McGaugh & Christine Hurt, Interactive Citation Workbook for The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation, 2011 Edition (LexisNexis 2011) (“ICW”). 

Ruth Ann McKinney & Katie Rose Guest Pryal, Core Grammar for Lawyers (ebook) available at www.coregrammarforlawyers.com or the law school bookstore. Your registration from the fall should still be active. 

David S. Romantz & Kathleen Elliott Vinson, Legal Analysis: The Fundamental Skill (2d ed., Carolina Academic Press 2009) ISBN 978-1-59460-279-5 (“Romantz & Vinson”).


	Recommended books – I suggest that you examine these books (in the book store, library, or my office) or consult with me before 	purchasing them. You are not required to buy these books:

Linda J. Barris, Understanding and Mastering The Bluebook: A Guide for Students and Practitioners (2d ed., Carolina Academic Press 2010) ISBN 978-1-59460-733-2.

Anne Enquist & Laurel Currie Oates, Just Writing: Grammar, Punctuation, and Style for the Legal Writer (3d ed., Aspen 2009) ISBN 978-0-7355-7668-1.

Bryan A. Garner, The Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style (2d ed., Thomson/West 2006) ISBN 978-0-314-16891-7.

Richard Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (5th ed., Carolina Academic Press 2005) ISBN 1-56460-151-8.

Attendance

[Lawyers] will be courteous, civil and prompt in oral and written communications and punctual in honoring scheduled appearances, meetings, depositions, appointments, etc. . . .[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Minn. State Bar Ass’n Professionalism Aspirations cmt. III.A.3 (approved by the Minn. Sup. Ct. Jan. 11, 2001), available at http://www2.mnbar.org/committees/professionalism/aspirations-final.htm (last visited June 21, 2011). Note also the Hamline Law School’s attendance policy contained in AR-108, found at http://law.hamline.edu/files/ACADEMIC_RULES_3.pdf (last visited June 28, 2011).] 


Your professional practices and consequently, your professional reputation, begin here.  Punctuality and civility are qualities all lawyers must possess. Please see the Student Manual for information about the attendance policy and the sanctions for violating the policy.  



Professionalism

Law school prepares students for a profession.  You entered the profession on the first day of orientation. Therefore, you are expected to act with integrity at all times.  At this stage of your legal career, “professionalism” means not only being prepared for and engaged in class and doing your own best work, but also being respectful of other students’ views, opinions, and work. 

The classroom environment must be conducive to learning for all students.  Proper conduct in the classroom is intended to encourage everyone to participate in, to derive benefit from, and ultimately to enjoy the class.  It is perfectly acceptable and, indeed, professionally required, that you demand professional behavior from your classmates in and out of class. You should be guided by the above professional standards in all your classroom and law school conduct. 

You should avoid even the appearance of impropriety in your in-class and out-of-class behavior.

Laptops, Cell Phones, and Other Technology

    	Technological devices can be distracting to your classmates and me and thus undermine professionalism goals.  Accordingly, during class, in addition to the usual courtesies, refrain from using text messaging, instant messaging, or email; using cell phones, pagers, or any other communication device; and from displaying wallpaper, screen savers, or other material on your laptop computer screen that can reasonably be expected to offend or distract your classmates.

Failure to abide by this policy may result in the loss of the privilege to use the technology in question during the class where the violation occurred; repeated violations may result in additional sanctions, including professionalism point deductions.

You must ask permission, and have a compelling reason, if you want to record class or class-related activities.  

Email Policy

To help you get into the habit of corresponding as a professional, I require that you comply with a few simple rules when you send me an email. (It would be a good idea to follow these rules for emails to other faculty and staff at the law school, too.) Please include a correct and specific subject line.  If you simply respond to an old email without changing the subject line, I might not recognize your email’s importance or how quickly it needs a response, and both you and I might have trouble finding it later if we need to check it. Use a respectful title to open your email text, and include clear and concise text that explains the purpose of the email more specifically than the subject line does. Close with an appropriate signature. Finally, emails should be spelled correctly, punctuated correctly, and proofread.  

	Spring Sem.
	Monday Class
	Wednesday Class
	Friday Class

	Week 1 
Jan. 16

Classes start Tues., Jan. 17
	No class – MLK Day


	Topics covered:  Semester intro; drafting: process, parts of a contract, in-class drafting exercises

Reading Assignment:  Kuney & Looper ch. 8, transactional documents; drafting handouts

Writing Assignment:  contract drafting

	Topics covered:  Legal research* 



	Week 2
Jan. 23
	Topics covered:  Legal research* 


	Topics covered:  drafting, in-class exercises

Due: Grammar Exercises B 1-2

	Topics covered:  Legal research*
 

	
Week 3
Jan. 30
	Topics covered:  Legal research*

	Topics covered:  drafting, in-class exercises

Due: Grammar Exercises B 3-4
	Topics covered:  Legal research*

Due: ICW ch. 15: electronic, internet, nonprint sources


	Week 4
Feb. 6
	Topics covered:  Legal research*

	Topics covered:  MPT; review of interpreting statutes

Writing Assignment:  MPT-style exam exercise

Due:  contract

	Topics covered:  Legal research*

Due: ICW ch. 11: Secondary 

	
Week 5
Feb. 13
	Topics covered:  Legal research*

	Topics covered:  Motion Memo intro; motion practice; client letter intro; research for client letter cases

Reading Assignment:  Kuney & Looper ch. 6, motion memos

Writing Assignment: Motion Memo assigned; Client Letter assigned 

	Topics covered:  Legal research*

Due: ICW ch. 4: Parallel cites 




	Week 6
Feb. 20
	Topics covered:  Legal research*
	Topics covered:  motion memo; letters

Due: MPT
	Topics covered:  Legal research*

Due: ICW ch. 14: Legislative resources  


	
Week 7
Feb. 27
	Topics covered:  Legal research*
	Topics covered:  motion memo

Due: Client Letter

	Topics covered:  Legal research exam*



	March 5
	Spring Break – no class
	
	



* Please consult the separate research syllabus for the content of these classes, the readings assigned, and the research exercises assigned and their due dates.

**A heads-up for the second half of the semester: The Motion Memorandum, the major writing assignment for the semester, will be due on Monday, April 16.
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