



Legal Research and Writing II – Spring 2012 Syllabus
Legal Writing Sections D and H
Beth Honetschlager, Legal Research and Writing Instructor

bhonetschlager@hamline.edu
651-523-2068  Office: 233W
Office hours posted outside my office door and on TWEN

Class Schedules

Section D
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 4:00-4:50 p.m. in Room 240A
Teaching Assistant: Dena Luna  note Dena’s new email address: dluna01@hamlineuniversity.edu

Section H
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 1:00-1:50 p.m. in Room 240A
Teaching Assistant: Sarah Simonson  ssimonson01@hamlineuniversity.edu

Introduction

Welcome to Legal Research and Writing II. This semester, the course will focus on legal research, drafting, writing to a client, and persuasive writing. Please consult the Legal Research and Writing Student Manual for detailed information about grading, the attendance policy, and the format of the course. Note that for the most part, the format and policies for the course remain the same as they were in fall semester. The Manual is posted on my TWEN site. Paper copies were distributed during fall semester.

Please note that I may modify this syllabus as the semester proceeds.  I will announce modifications as far in advance as possible.

Legal Research Instruction and Assignments

	During the first seven weeks of the course, the Monday and Friday class periods will be taught by Professor Mills, the director of the law library. In this portion of the course you will learn about legal research sources and techniques. You will be required to complete reading assignments and answer questions before class and complete research exercises after class, most of which will be due on Mondays. At the end of the seven-week period you will take a research exam. Approximately one-third of the total points in this course will be earned in the research portion of the course. Please see the legal research TWEN site and the separate legal research syllabus for more information about class topics, assignments, due dates, and policies.

Assignments 

Writing Assignments. The graded writing assignments this semester are a contract drafting assignment, a Multistate Performance Test (MPT) style exam, an MPT debrief exercise, a client letter, a “quick turnaround” email to a partner, an advocacy exercise, and a trial-level persuasive memo (Motion Memo). Due dates are noted in the syllabus. Descriptions of the assignments and hand-in requirements will be specified in the assignments and in class.

Reading Assignments. Please do the required reading assignment before the class for which it is assigned. You may need to review fall semester reading assignments or come back to early reading assignments over the course of the semester to get full benefit from the reading. You will be held responsible for information in the reading that we do not cover in class, including information on grammar, punctuation, and legal citation. Except in the Interactive Citation Workbook, in which both reading and exercises are required, you need not complete exercises in the text unless I specifically assign them.

Citation Exercises (ICW). For each citation exercise, you are required to read through the applicable chapter of the Interactive Citation Workbook, review the accompanying rules in The Bluebook, and then complete the online exercises. The online exercises can be found at http://www.lexisnexis.com/icw/. You will be required to complete seven citation assignments. Generally, you have one week to complete ICW exercises, and they are due by class time on Fridays unless otherwise specified. You will also be required to complete separate graded citation exercise in week 11.
 
Grammar Exercises. You will be required to complete eight grammar exercises. These assignments will be accessed online through Core Grammar for Lawyers, available at www.coregrammarforlawyers.com. Generally, you have one week to complete grammar assignments, and they are due by class time on Wednesdays unless otherwise specified.

Grading and Point Values

	Please see the Student Manual for more information about grading. See the legal research syllabus for details about the research assignment point values.



Spring Semester Point Values
· Research Exercises, Quizzes, Exam, etc.	60
· Two tutorials (four points each)	  	  8
· Seven ICW Exercises				  7 
· Contract Drafting Assignment		10
· MPT-style Exam			  	  8
· MPT Debrief				 	  4
· Client Letter					10
· Quick Turnaround Assignment		  5
· Advocacy Exercise	   	  		  4
· Citation exercise		 	  	  5
· Motion Memo					45
· Oral advocacy exercise	  	  	  5
· Professionalism Points		              4   
Total Points			          175     	       	          

Textbooks (see the legal research syllabus for textbooks for the research portion of the course)

Required textbooks and materials (these are the same texts and materials that were required fall semester):

The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (Columbia Law Review Ass’n et al. eds., 19th ed. 2010) ISBN 9780615361161 (“Bluebook”).

George W. Kuney & Donna C. Looper, Mastering Legal Analysis and Drafting (Carolina Academic Press 2009) ISBN 978-1-59460-628-1 (“Kuney & Looper”).

Tracy L. McGaugh & Christine Hurt, Interactive Citation Workbook for The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation, 2011 Edition (LexisNexis 2011) (“ICW”). 

Ruth Ann McKinney & Katie Rose Guest Pryal, Core Grammar for Lawyers (ebook) available at www.coregrammarforlawyers.com or the law school bookstore. Sign up on the Core Grammar website after classes begin. Register using the code for your Legal Writing section: Section D: 311-124-8697; Section H: 311-124-3958.

David S. Romantz & Kathleen Elliott Vinson, Legal Analysis: The Fundamental Skill (2d ed., Carolina Academic Press 2009) ISBN 978-1-59460-279-5 (“Romantz & Vinson”).

Recommended books – I suggest that you examine these books (in the book store, library, or my office) or consult with me before purchasing them. You are not required to buy these books:

Linda J. Barris, Understanding and Mastering The Bluebook: A Guide for Students and Practitioners (2d ed., Carolina Academic Press 2010) ISBN 978-1-59460-733-2.

Alan L. Dworsky, User’s Guide to The Bluebook, Revised for the Nineteenth Edition (Hein 2010) ISBN 978-0-8377-3838-3.

Anne Enquist & Laurel Currie Oates, Just Writing: Grammar, Punctuation, and Style for the Legal Writer (3d ed., Aspen 2009) ISBN 978-0-7355-7668-1.

Bryan A. Garner, Legal Writing in Plain English: A Text with Exercises (U. of Chi. Press 2001) ISBN 0-226-28418-2.

Bryan A. Garner, The Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style (2d ed., Thomson/West 2006) ISBN 978-0-314-16891-7.

Richard Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (5th ed., Carolina Academic Press 2005) ISBN 1-56460-151-8.

Anticipated Learning Outcomes

See the Student Manual for more information about learning outcomes. At the conclusion of spring semester in this course, students will be able to:

· Understand the process of drafting, including using clients and forms as resources.
· Make effective use of substantive law and drafting forms to aid in drafting a document.
· Organize a drafted document logically.
· Understand how to use clear and effective language, and to avoid inadvertent ambiguities in drafting a document.
· Understand how to use terms of authority (shall, must, may, etc.) correctly in drafting a document.
· Communicate effectively to clients in writing.
· Communicate effectively to a supervising attorney in an email.
· Write a motion memorandum to a court, in the appropriate format, that persuasively communicates arguments for a client.
· Demonstrate professionalism skills, including representing clients in an ethical manner and displaying proper decorum in court.

Technology Policy

Technological devices can be distracting to your classmates and to me, and can undermine my goal to provide an atmosphere conducive to learning for all students. Accordingly, during class you may use laptops only for note-taking, and only word processing programs may be open during class, unless I direct you otherwise. Please refrain from accessing the internet; playing electronic games; using text messaging, instant messaging, or email; using cell phones, pagers, or any other communication device; or displaying wallpaper, screen savers, or other material on your computer screen that can reasonably be expected to offend or distract your classmates. I reserve the right to impose appropriate sanctions for violations of this policy; sanctions may include loss of the privilege to use the technology in question and professionalism point deductions.

Email Policy

One of the big discussion topics right now among experienced lawyers (i.e., the lawyers who will eventually hire you) is inappropriate use of email and social networking by novice lawyers. Such unprofessional communications can have long-lasting negative repercussions.

To help you get into the habit of always corresponding as a professional, I require that you comply with a few simple rules when you send me an email. (It would be a good idea to follow these rules for emails to other faculty and staff at the law school, too.) Please include a correct and specific subject line. If you simply respond to an old email without changing the subject line, I might not recognize your email’s importance or how quickly it needs a response, and both you and I might have trouble finding it later if the need arises to check it. Use a respectful title to open your email text. Finally, emails should be spelled correctly, punctuated correctly, and proofread. Violations of this policy may result in professionalism point deductions.



	
	Monday Class
	Wednesday Class
	Friday Class

	Week 1 
Jan. 16

Classes start Tues., Jan. 17
	No class – MLK Day


	Topics covered:  Semester intro; drafting: process, parts of a contract, in-class drafting exercises

Reading Assignment:  Kuney & Looper ch. 8, transactional documents; drafting handouts

Writing Assignment:  Contract

Grammar Assignment: Grammar Exercises B 1-2

	Topics covered:  Introduction to legal research 



	Week 2
Jan. 23
	Topics covered:  Legal research strategy and process


	Topics covered:  Drafting, in-class exercises

Grammar Assignment: Grammar Exercises B 3-4

Due: Grammar Exercises B 1-2

	Topics covered:  Print and electronic formats

Citation Assignment:  ICW ch. 11: secondary sources


	Week 3
Jan. 30
	Topics covered:  Secondary resources


	Topics covered:  Drafting, in-class exercises

Due: Grammar Exercises B 3-4
	Topics covered:  Secondary resources

Citation Assignment: ICW ch. 4: parallel citations

Due: ICW ch. 11: secondary sources


	Week 4
Feb. 6
	Topics covered:  Case law research – print format

 
	Topics covered:  MPT

Writing Assignment: MPT-style Exam; MPT Debrief

Due:  Contract

	Topics covered:  Case law research –  electronic format

Citation Assignment: ICW ch. 15: electronic, internet, nonprint sources

Due: ICW ch. 4: parallel citations





	
	Monday Class
	Wednesday Class
	Friday Class

	Week 5
Feb. 13
	Topics covered:  Introduction to legislative history
 
	Topics covered:  Motion Memo intro; motion practice; Client Letter intro; research for Client Letter cases

Reading Assignment:  Kuney & Looper ch. 6, motion memos

Writing Assignment: Motion Memo; Client Letter

	Topics covered:  Statutory research – print format

Citation Assignment: ICW ch. 14: Legislative resources 

Due: ICW ch. 15: electronic, internet, nonprint sources


	
Week 6
Feb. 20
	Topics covered:  Statutory research – electronic format


	Topics covered:  Motion Memo; letters

Due: MPT; MPT Debrief

	Topics covered:  Administrative law research

Due: ICW ch. 14: Legislative resources 


	Week 7
Feb. 27
	Topics covered:  Legal research review

 
	Topics covered:  Motion Memo

Grammar Assignment: Grammar Exercises E 1-2

Due: Client Letter

	Topics covered:  Legal Research Exam

Citation Assignment: ICW ch. 10: prior & subsequent history


	March 5
	Spring Break – no class
	
	

	Week 8
March 12
	Topics covered:  Motion Memo; review of synthesizing cases; research jam for Motion Memo and Advocacy Exercise authorities

Writing Assignment: Advocacy Exercise
	Topics covered:  Motion Memo

Writing Assignment:  Quick Turnaround Assignment

Grammar Assignment: Grammar Exercises E 3-4

Due: Grammar Exercises E 1-2

	Topics covered: Motion Memo; persuasive writing; theme/theory of the case

Reading Assignment: handout re: theory of the case

Due:  ICW ch. 10: prior & subsequent history





	
	Monday Class
	Wednesday Class
	Friday Class

	

Week 9
March 19
	Topics covered:  Motion Memo; Motion Memo format; CREAC review

Due:  QTA
	Topics covered: Motion Memo; policy arguments

Reading Assignment:  Romantz & Vinson ch. 6, policy-based reasoning

Writing Assignment: group tutorials

Due:  Grammar Exercises E 3-4; due 24 hours before tutorial: research report; due at tutorial: Advocacy Exercise, Motion Memo outline

	Topics covered:  No class - tutorials

Writing Assignment: group tutorials

Citation Assignment: ICW ch. 12: Parentheticals

Due:  Due 24 hours before tutorial: research report; due at tutorial: Advocacy Exercise, Motion Memo outline


	Week 10
March 26
	Topics covered:  No class - tutorials

Writing Assignment: group tutorials

Due:  Due 24 hours before tutorial: research report; due at tutorial: Advocacy Exercise, Motion Memo outline
	Topics covered:  Persuasive writing; common problems in Advocacy Exercise; review of organization of Motion Memo; choosing cases to use

Reading Assignment:  persuasive writing handout


	Topics covered:  Persuasive writing exercises relevant to Advocacy Exercise problems; review of analogical reasoning; review of synthesizing cases; more about theme/theory of the case

Due:  ICW ch. 12: Parentheticals


	
Week 11
April 2
	Topics covered:  Motion Memo; writing persuasive facts

Reading Assignment:  handout re: persuasive facts

Writing Assignment: individual tutorials

Due:  Due at tutorial: draft Statement of Facts, draft Argument section
	Topics covered: Citation review

Writing Assignment: individual tutorials

Citation Assignment:  Citation Exercise (24-hour limit to complete); ICW ch. 17: Court documents

Due:  Due at tutorial: draft Statement of Facts, draft Argument section

	No class, Easter break






	
	Monday Class
	Wednesday Class
	Friday Class

	Week 12
April 9
	Topics covered:  Motion Memo 

Writing Assignment: individual tutorials

Due: Due at tutorial: draft Statement of Facts, draft Argument section
	Topics covered:  No class - tutorials

Writing Assignment: individual tutorials

Due: ICW ch. 17: Court documents; 
due at tutorial: draft Statement of Facts, draft Argument section

	Topics covered:  Self editing

Writing Assignment: last minute tutorials

Due: Motion Memo draft due by class time 


	
Week 13
April 16
	Topics covered:  Oral argument intro; oral argument demonstration or videos

Reading Assignment:  oral argument handout

Due: Motion Memo due by 11 a.m. in Registrar’s Office

	Topics covered:  Oral argument; write oral argument questions in class 


	Topics covered:  Oral argument; in-class oral argument practice



	Week 14
April 23
	Topics covered:  Oral argument exercise 

	Topics covered:  Oral argument exercise

	Topics covered: Oral argument exercise
 

	Week 15
April 30

Last week of classes; Tues. is last class day
	Topics covered:  Last class; end of semester evaluations
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