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COURSE SYLLABUS

	 Faculty:  
	Professor Marie A. Failinger

	 Course:
	Legal Scholarship for Equal Justice

	 Semester:  
	Spring 2013

	Meeting Schedule:
	Friday 1:50-4:30 p.m.

	Room:
	240A (second floor of law school, next to library)


Contact information:  Hamline University School of Law

                                          1536 Hewitt Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104

                                          Phone:  651.523.2124

                                          Fax:  651.523.2236

                                          Email:  mfailinger@hamline.edu
MJF Field Supervisor Liaisons:

Thomas (Thom) Hart
uofm@mnjustice.org
Minnesota Justice Foundation—U of M
229 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Phone:  612-625-4854
Fax: 612-626-0056

Sara Schwebs, Program Director

hamline@mnjustice.org

Minnesota Justice Foundation—Hamline

Phone:
 651-523-2081

Fax:   651-523-3087
Overview of the Course

This three-credit applied research seminar is a cooperative effort involving all four Twin Cities law schools and the Minnesota Justice Foundation (MJF).  Generally, the goal of the law schools’ collaborative project is to address legal problems of current importance to social justice lawyers and their clients, primarily locally, but sometimes nationally or globally.   Class members will select a topic and be linked with individual legal practitioners who are actively engaged in work related to a project topic (and often contributed the topic idea.)  Students can work individually 
or in teams of 2-3 on their projects; team projects will be graded together unless students submit separate papers.   The lawyers serve as "field supervisors," helping to oversee the legal research and writing that the students are doing.  As described below, students also have responsibilities to attend class, turn in assignments listed, complete field hours, present their work orally, and record time spent on their work.

Learning Outcomes for the Course:   At the end of this course, students will:
Have a better understanding of clients, service professionals and legal practitioners in the equal justice community and their work; 

Be better informed about careers and opportunities in social justice and public service areas; 

Be better informed about the professional lives of social justice lawyers and capable of reflection on how they can contribute to social justice in their own professional work, including the development of creative responses to professional, personal and ethical difficulties that might arise in practice;

 Be capable of producing usable legal scholarship that addresses pressing local issues of social and economic justice, with enhanced knowledge of non-legal as well as legal research sources relevant to their chosen subject matter, under the mentorship of an experienced social justice lawyer.


Course Expectations:
HUSL Policies on attendance, lateness and preparation

The program of instruction at the School of Law is based on an active and informed exchange between instructor and student and between student and student. Regular, prepared class attendance helps develop skills essential to the competent practice of law. A student who violates the attendance policy, including the instructor’s specification of class expectation described below, may lose his or her right to take the exam in the course, to receive course credit or may receive other penalties described below and in Academic Rule 108.  Persistent or frequent lateness or unpreparedness may also be the basis for reduction of the grade awarded in a course. See Academic Rule 108 for further details.

Attendance Policies in this Course:  Students should keep their own attendance and turn in a certification of the number of classes they have missed at the end of February, March and April.  If a student is absent (for any reason) more than six (6) hours of class this semester, it is his or her responsibility to contact me to determine whether the work can be made up.  Much beyond six hours of absence, a student risks being withdrawn from the class.
Punctuality/Preparation Policies in this Course:  Students are expected to be on time unless they encounter an unforeseen emergency.

Policy on Laptop Use in Class:    Please limit your laptop use during class to retrieving and taking class notes unless we agree in class to look something up.

Other Classroom Policies:  

Other Materials:  Students are invited to use the TWEN site to post materials other students might like to see.   If there are supplemental materials or assignments as the course progresses, they will be posted there.   

Student Responsibilities in this Course:

1. To produce a well-written and researched document relating to some local social justice issue identified by LSEJ practitioners as important to confront in this community.  These documents have included traditional research papers, client manuals, and annotated proposed legislation, as examples.   You should target the following dates for your work.  After your field supervisor is identified, please provide both Prof. Failinger and your supervisor with each of the following after the topic selection:

February 1 (end of class) - Paper topic selection
February 8 - Preliminary research plan (1-3 pp.).  This plan should be your preliminary sketch of what you need to do to complete your project.  It should describe what sources of information you believe are relevant to your topic (e.g., client or practitioner interviews, statistical data bases, research center information, legislative history, Westlaw research), what the order of research is expected to be, and some target dates by which you plan to complete each part of the research and write your draft.  Part of this plan should detail what kinds of questions you need to consult with your field supervisor on.

March 1 - Outline or précis of paper due.  This 1-3 page outline or précis should describe your working thesis for the paper or project,  suggest what you plan to argue in your paper (or what you expect to cover in your project if not a traditional paper) and describe how you plan to organize it (e.g., sections, thesis for each section, etc.)  It is a working document that may change as you do your paper.  

April 19 - Rough draft of paper or project due. This draft should be  be sufficiently detailed that you can prepare your CLE presentation from it.  You will receive a critique on the draft that will help you complete your paper.

April 26 - Presentation of paper at CLE day (see below.)

May 15 - Final paper due (unless a grade is needed before that date for your school; please check with your registrar).  This should be a completed draft of the paper that is ready for publication on the LSEJ website.  It should include any additional materials that you are preparing for your project, such as a piece of model legislation, a consumer brochure, a letter to the editor, etc.  

2. To meet responsibilities to work with the project’s designated field supervisor(s) in the early stages of the project to help clarify and define issues, and later as the project progresses to ensure that you maintain appropriate focus and scope to the project.  You should plan to meet in person or by telephone at least twice with the field supervisor, including one (1) time after the first week of class.  We strongly encourage you to meet in person if possible.

3. To spend at least 25 hours “in the field” as you work on your project.  The purpose of this requirement is to immerse yourself in the context in which your legal issue occurs; however, you will not be representing a client or doing legal work as you might in a clinic or internship.   If you need help identifying places to fulfill this requirement, please ask Thom Hart or Sara Schwebs about possible places to fulfill this requirement .
4. To attend weekly class meetings.  Most class meetings will involve a guest speaker on some aspect of public interest practice (about 50-60 minutes), a discussion of assigned readings relating to lawyering for social justice and reflection on the relevance of these materials for students’ own lives (about 50-60 minutes), and a discussion of students’ progress on their projects, including identification of problems and obstacles, collaborative work on student research, etc.  

5. To read assigned materials, and where indicated on the syllabus, to write a brief journal entry/ assignment response (1-2 pp.)  that relates to the readings for the week and, where appropriate, your research project, to be used as the basis for your discussion of class materials. The purpose of the journal is help you to be reflective about your experience as a thinker and practitioner about social justice, what it means to your professional life and the lives of the clients whom you will be serving, and how your field project and the classroom readings relate to these issues.  Journal entries should be one page or more per week.  

6. To make a final presentation of your work to an audience.  This presentation will be made at a CLE day for attorneys and other practitioners 
planned for Hamline University School of Law on April 26, 2013. Presentations will be roughly 40-55 minutes, depending on the complexity of the topic, and the number of presenters.  Students who work on projects in teams will present in teams.  MJF and the four law schools will assist in publicizing the event.  Students should consider providing some brief written materials for participants suitable for CLE credit.
7. To write a brief (half-page to 2-page) dissemination plan for your work (for example, 3-5 ways that you plan to let people in the scholarly and “real” world know about your project and conclusions.)  We hope you will actually follow through with this dissemination plan but the requirement is only to describe a plan that is likely to have the most impact on your own topic.  

8. To record the time you spent on your field work and project and hand it in at the end of the semester.  (A recording form is provided below.)

Students will be graded on the regular Hamline grading scale (letter grades including plus and minus grades.)  Non-HUSL students will receive grades, but they will be translated into an appropriate grade notation by the home school according to its policies for grade transfers from other schools.   The following are the work products the students must turn in to receive credit for the course:

      Journaling assignments as assigned below (non-graded, but required)

      Time sheet of field hours and project hours (non-graded, but required)

      Dissemination plan (non-graded, but required)

      Written project (80% of grade)   

      CLE presentation (20% of grade)

. 

Schedule of Classes

Assignment ahead of classes:  Review the LSEJ website in January for topic ideas, or start thinking about your own topic.  If you have a topic in mind, please email it to Prof. Failinger. 

No classes before January 25

January 25

Introductions

Discussion of course goals

Discussion of topics and field supervisors with MJF staff liaisons

Speaker:  3-4 p.m. Megan Jens, Research Librarian, Hamline University:  Legal and non-legal research sources for LSEJ papers 

READING this session:    Scott L. Cummings and Deborah Rhode, Public Interest Litigation:  Insights from Theory and Practice (read 603-628)


Quigley, Letter to a Law Student

Optional:  Diamond, Advancing Public Interest Practitioner Research Skills

Assignment for the next class:  Select a topic and make a contact (in person or by phone) with the field supervisor to discuss the topic, be prepared to discuss in class what challenges you anticipate with completing your project, and how you intend to meet them, and complete a journal entry on readings for this next week.

 February 1  

Speaker:  2:30-3:30 p.m. Jean Lastine, Executive Director, Central Minnesota Legal Services Program    Low-income clients---individual and group representation, running a legal services program

READING:  Lucie E. White, Subordination, Rhetorical Skills, and Sunday Shoes:  Notes on the Hearing of Mrs. G
Wexler, Practicing Law for Poor People

Assignment for next class:  Journal entry on readings, complete research plan

February  8  

Speaker: Steve Smith, Civil Rights/Employment Discrimination Lawyer

Challenges of representing clients on civil rights cases and public interest private practice work


READING: Bell, Serving Two Masters:  Integration Ideals and Client Interests in School Desegregation, 470-93; Margulies, Political Lawyering, One Person at a Time

Assignment for next class:  Journal entries on readings

February 15:  no class

February 22  

Speaker:  2:30-3:30 p.m. Caroline Palmer, Minnesota Coalition for Action on Sexual Assault (MnCASA)   Public Policy advocacy

READING: Lopez, Rebellious Lawyering
                     Quigley, Revolutionary Lawyering
                     Grinthal, Power With: Practice Models for Social Justice Lawyering
Assignment for next class:  Complete outline, journal entry on readings
March 1  

Speaker:  Michelle Basham, Executive Director, FamilyWise  
Challenges of running a nonprofit social advocacy and service organization; comparison with government employment 
READING: Robin Golden, Collaborative as Client

                     Pionelli, The Democratic Roots of Collaborative Lawyering
Assignment for next class:  Complete rough draft, journal entry on readings

March 8  no class

March 15  
Tentative Topic:  Working with victims of trauma

READING: Shevell, Victims of Community Violence 

                     Long, Palmer, A Distinction without a Difference
Assignment for next class:  Journal entry on readings

March 22—no class

March 29—no class

April 5

Speaker and reading:  TBA

Assignment for next class:  Journal entry on readings

April 12

Speaker and reading:  TBA
Assignment for next class: Complete rough draft, prepare for presentations
April 19 

Speaker and reading:  TBA

One-on-one practices for CLE Presentation Day
Assignment for next class:  Complete presentations; journal entry on readings

April 26  CLE PRESENTATION DAY

Students will present their projects before a lawyer audience at Hamline, specific time slots to be determined, and will attend others’ presentations

PROJECT AND FIELD EXPERIENCE LOG

At the end of the semester, you must turn in a log of your work on your project and your field experience.  (You do not need to log class preparation time or work on reflective assignments.)  A sample log is attached but you may make up your own
Work on  your project should include hours you spend researching your topic, interviewing research sources, hours outside of class that you spend on project planning, including collaborating with others on developing your topic and paper, and hours spent writing and preparing for your CLE presentation. 

The purpose of the field experience, as indicated, is to gain a deeper understanding of the context from which your project comes, the clients whom it affects, and the professionals’ understanding of the problem and its possible solutions.  Thus, field hours may include the following interactions as illustrative:

a) interviews with “clients” or non-law school professionals about your project;

b)  “shadowing” a social justice lawyer or legal professional (e.g., in office interviews, negotiations/mediations, trial prep, hearings or trials, conferences)

c)  performing law-related work with field supervisor or others in the office (e.g., interviewing clients, helping with a research project or discovery, brainstorming case strategy, trial prep, etc.); 
d) attending administrative or court hearings or trials, preferably related to your topic;

e) interacting with social justice clients in other settings (e.g., time that you spend in a social services office or other setting related to your project such as serving meals to the homeless on a homelessness project.) 
 Other hours may be included with approval from Prof. Failinger.  For this requirement, you may not count traditional research, such as reading books or articles, searching on the Internet for information, consulting with your law professors, etc
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	Hours spent
	Describe how your time was spent
	Name/position of your contact
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