

[image: image2.png]HAMLINE UNIVERSITY
School of Law




COURSE SYLLABUS

	  Faculty:  
	Professor Deb Mackay deb.mackay@comcast.net

	  Course:
	Construction Law

	  Semester:  
	Spring 2013

	  Meeting Schedule:
	Wednesday, 8:00-11:15 a.m.

	  Room:
	105


Learning Outcomes for the Course:

· Analyze the unique contractual and tort-based relationships among construction industry participants, including project owners, contractors, design professionals, subcontractors and suppliers. 
· Understand the legal principles and potential liabilities associated with each phase of the construction process from bidding/procurement, design issues, contractor responsibilities, bonding, payment issues and liens, construction defects, through to claims and contract termination. 
· Identify key contract clauses and navigate / revise industry contract forms.
· Understand risk allocation mechanisms used in the industry.
· Become familiar with the regulatory environment that governs construction activity.
Course Expectations:

HUSL Policies on attendance, lateness and preparation

The program of instruction at the School of Law is based on an active and informed exchange between instructor and student and between student and student. Regular, prepared class attendance helps develop skills essential to the competent practice of law. A student who violates the attendance policy, including the instructor’s specification of class expectation described below, may lose his or her right to take the exam in the course, to receive course credit or may receive other penalties described below and in Academic Rule 108.  Persistent or frequent lateness or unpreparedness may also be the basis for reduction of the grade awarded in a course. See Academic Rule 108 for further details.

Attendance Policies in this Course.  Inform the instructor via email if you are unable to attend class due to illness or other unavoidable reason.   deb.mackay@comcast.net   More than one absence during semester will require make-up work.
Punctuality/Preparation Policies in this Course.  Be punctual and prepared!  If you aren’t, it will affect your participation score.
Policy on Laptop Use in Class: For course-related use only.
Other Classroom Policies:  

Grading Components

	Final examination:
	None.

	Date/Time:
	

	Requirements:
	

	Component(s) of your grade:
	See Summary of Course Requirements below.

	Outline of final paper
	2-3 page detailed outline.

	Dates/Times:
	March 19 by 11 a.m. via email.

	Requirements:
	

	Component(s) of your grade:
	15%

	Written Assignments:
	Final paper on construction-related topic of student’s choice. 

Case note style.

	Dates/Times:
	Due 4/17/13

	Requirements:
	12-15 pages

	Component(s) of your grade:
	60%

	Oral Presentation(s)
	Short presentation on final paper topic

	Dates/Times:
	April 10 or 17

	Requirements:
	Maximum 10 minutes.

	Component(s) of your grade:
	10% of final grade

	Participation/Other Grade Components
	Participation

	Requirements:
	Preparedness and participation in class discussions.

	Component(s) of your grade
	15% of final grade

	
	


Summary of Course Requirements:
· Detailed outline for final paper - 15%
· Final paper - 60%
· Class participation - 15%
· Short presentation on final paper topic - 10%
Your final paper should be case-note style, approximately 12 - 15 pages in length (not including footnotes).

Final Paper Deadlines: 

March 6: Select final paper topic. Bring 2 paragraphs or 12 bullet points describing your topic to class for instructor approval.

March 19 (Tuesday), by 11 a.m.: Paper outline due.  Submit via email.  (2-3 pages, bullet points outlining paragraphs, 15% of class grade).  You will need to complete your initial research in order to prepare a good outline.  You will receive feedback from me via email by March 22.

April 17: Final paper due via email before start of class (60% of class grade).

Reading assignments:

Reading materials are posted on course TWEN site.  Check the site weekly for readings.  We will generally cover one unit each week, going in order as posted.  For first class, read the material in the first unit.
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