


LEGAL RESEARCH AND WRITING II
DRAFT SPRING 2014 SYLLABUS     
SECTION 1 (WEEKEND) (M W F, 9:10-10:10 a.m., Room 101) 
HAMLINE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW
PROFESSOR MARY B. TREVOR
0FFICE 217W; mtrevor@hamline.edu; 651-523-2487

Introduction
This draft syllabus covers the Legal Research and Writing class for the spring semester (LRW II); it will be finalized by the time classes start. There should be no major changes in substance or sequence when finalized, but details will be filled in. This draft syllabus sets out the basic requirements and the weekly sequence of classes, readings, and assignments. Even once finalized for the semester start, some modification of the syllabus may be necessary based on developments during the semester. I will announce any changes/updates/confirmations as far in advance as possible.  
The Legal Research and Writing Student Manual (Manual) and the Code of Conduct (Code) that you received in paper in LRW I will continue to apply in LRW II, and therefore they will continue to be posted on the class TWEN site (but will not be redistributed in paper). The Manual explains in detail the requirements of the two-semester, first-year LRW curriculum, including course assignments and learning outcome goals, the attendance policy, the format and submission requirements for graded written assignments, the ethical and conduct requirements, the penalties for late submission of assignments, the grading criteria for assignments, and the calculation of semester-end grades.  Both the Manual and Code apply to all students in the first-year LRW classes, and they apply to both the fall and spring semesters of the course (LRW I and LRW II), regardless of instructor.  Please review the materials carefully, and let me know if you have any questions, particularly if you are new to the course this semester. You will receive separate material covering these areas in your LRW III class.
In addition, certain policy statement sections of my LRW I syllabus—the Email Policy and Electronic Communication Heads-Up, and the Laptop and Technology Use Policy—continue unchanged and still apply to LRW II; in order to limit the repetition of material in this syllabus, they are not repeated here.  The LRW I syllabus will remain posted on the class TWEN site should you wish to refer to those policy statements. 
Some information in this syllabus may initially appear to be the same as that in the LRW I syllabus, but in some cases it has been changed or updated slightly in light of differences in how the LRW II course proceeds. Please read through the entire syllabus thoroughly so that you are familiar with any changes that have been made, and let me know if you have any questions. 
Contact Information and Teaching Assistants
As in LRW I, during the semester you can stop by my office, or contact me by phone or email (email is still preferable to phone). Before the semester starts, please contact me by email. Once the semester starts, I will post office hours on our TWEN site, but please feel free to stop by any time to see if I am in.  
Veronica Mason (vmason01@hamline.edu) and Ryann Sparrow (rsparrow01@hamline.edu) will continue as teaching assistants for the class. They will hold office hours, grade some assignments, conduct some classes, and generally be available to assist with the class.  You should feel free to consult them during their office hours, which will be posted on the TWEN site.  You can also contact them by email with questions or to set up an appointment.
Schedule Heads-Up
Our regular M-W-F class meeting schedule will vary during some weeks this semester.  Three weeks in particular are noted below, but note that there may be other adjustments. I will announce any adjustments as far in advance as possible.
 
1) During Week 8, the week of March 17, you will each be presenting an oral argument. To allow for the scheduling of these presentations, which will be determined later, there will be no class meeting for the Monday and Wednesday classes of the week. Class will, however, meet on the Friday of that week (March 21).
 
2) During Week 11, the week of April 7, we will be coordinating our class with the P3 class. While, most likely, the regular meeting times for LRW and P3 classes will be used that week, we may reorganize which of those hours are used for LRW activities and which are used for P3 activities. You will receive more information later about how this week will work.  

3) During Week 13, the week of April 21, there will be no class meeting on Monday, but class will meet for two hours on Friday (April 25), starting earlier than usual—at 8:00 a.m.—and ending at the regular time (10:10). Class will meet as usual on Wednesday.
Westlaw, LexisNexis, Bloomberg Law, Core Grammar, ICW, and the TWEN site for our course
	We will continue training in, and use of, the Westlaw and LexisNexis (“Lexis”) electronic research databases during LRW II. In addition, we will be learning about Bloomberg Law, a developing electronic research database, during LRW II. You should have already received sign-in information for Bloomberg Law earlier in the school year. If you have forgotten your sign-in credentials, please go to bloomberglaw.com and sort out how to sign in before our training class for Bloomberg Law (Friday, Feb. 28), so that you can participate. The site should make it easy for you to get signed in, but if you have any trouble, check with the library staff.

	We will continue to use the same TWEN site that we used in LRW I for a variety of purposes in LRW II.  As before, no password is required to access the site. Be sure to update your registration if the email address you originally used is outdated or no longer convenient. As noted below, we will also continue doing exercises on the Core Grammar and ICW sites.

Grading and Late Assignments
The following is a tentative assignment list for LRW II. This information will be updated, and point totals will be provided, in the final version of the syllabus: 
· Calendaring Exercise
· Research exercises (5 online tutorial & 5 in-class)
· ICW Exercises	(5)		
· Midterm Research Exam	  						   
· Contract Drafting Assignment
· Statutory Drafting Exercise			
· MPT-style Exercise			  	
· Client Letter					
· Quick Turnaround Assignment		  
· Advocacy Exercise
· Motion Memo Tutorials (2)	   	  		  
· Motion Memorandum				
· Oral Advocacy Exercise			  			  
· Professionalism Points		

	You will also have some ungraded assignments and exercises, and, as noted above, you will be awarded four “professionalism points,” which will only be deducted for cause, at my discretion.  All assignments must be submitted to pass the course. Points will be deducted for late graded assignments, and unsatisfactory or late submission of ungraded assignments may result in loss of professionalism points.
Please see the Manual for more information about grading and for the details of the policies regarding late assignments.  Check, also, the individual assignments for requirements and submission information.  *Note that, as in LRW I, the points awarded for assignments do not convert to letter grades according to percentages; the critical information to note for purposes of tracking your progress in the course is whether your grade is above, at, or below the average point total awarded for each assignment.
Assignments Overview 
Reading assignments.  Please do the required reading assignment before the class for which it is assigned. You may need to go back to earlier (LRW I or LRW II) reading assignments over the course of the semester to get full benefit from the reading. You will be held responsible for information in the reading that we do not cover in class, including information on grammar, punctuation, and legal citation.  Except for the ICW, for which both reading and exercises are required, you need not complete exercises in the texts unless I specifically assign them.  
	Writing, Drafting, and Oral Advocacy assignments.  These graded assignments are due on the dates specified in the syllabus.  The major assignment of the semester, the Motion Memorandum, must be submitted electronically via the class TWEN site Assignment Drop Box by 9:00 a.m. on Monday, March 3.  You must also submit a paper copy that is identical to your electronic submission at the beginning of LRW class that same day. Note that the 10 minutes between the TWEN submission deadline and the start of class is probably not enough time to allow for printing, so waiting to submit to TWEN until the last minute, or to print at the last minute, is not likely to work well.  Submission and other instructions for the remaining assignments (calendaring exercise, client letter, quick turnaround assignment, advocacy exercise, MPT-style exercise, and oral advocacy exercise) will vary and will be provided with each assignment.  
Citation Exercises (ICW).  You will be required to complete five graded ICW citation exercises this semester.  As in LRW I, for each ICW exercise, you are required to read through the applicable chapter of the ICW, review the accompanying rules in The Bluebook, and then complete the chapter exercise online, using the workstation site on the Lexis website. For some chapters, only certain questions in the chapter may be assigned. Generally, you will have one week to complete ICW exercises, and must do so by the start of class on the due date, but check the syllabus for any given exercise because there may be some variation this semester. Each ICW exercise is worth one point, and you must submit the exercise by the due date and time, done in satisfactory fashion, to receive the point. 
As in LRW I, the exercises will generally be graded on a good faith basis. But for LRW II, there will be some change in approach. Should you get no answers right for any given ICW chapter, or should you demonstrate a pattern of poor performance in the ICW exercises, you will be required to meet with one of the TAs, during her office hours or at a time the two of you set up, to review your work.
Research Exercises.  Research training, conducted by Research Librarian Barb Kallusky and Professor Beth Honetschlager, will continue in LRW II. The basic set-up will be the same as in LRW I. For most research classes, you will be required to complete an online tutorial before the class on that topic. Because completion of in-class exercises will depend on understanding the basics of the material when you come to class, completing the online tutorials before class time is essential. In class, we will then apply the information you learned in the online tutorial by completing hands-on exercises. You will then submit the in-class exercises to your teaching assistant at the end of class to receive credit. You must complete both the pre-class online tutorials and the in-class exercises satisfactorily and on time to receive the full points allocated for them. You will do five online tutorials and five in-class exercises.
Tutorials.  You must participate in one group tutorial (focusing on research for your Motion Memo) and one individual tutorial (focusing on your Motion Memo draft) this semester. Tutorials, whether for research or writing, are an important learning opportunity for the class and count in your grade calculation.  Attendance at tutorials is mandatory.  Each tutorial is worth up to four points; point value is assessed on a good faith basis.  Please be prepared for tutorials with the materials announced in class and in the instructions in the TWEN Assignment Drop Box.
Grammar Exercises.  You will be required to complete up to twelve ungraded grammar exercises this semester.  They are listed on the last page of this syllabus. As before, these assignments will be accessed online through Core Grammar for Lawyers (CG), available at www.coregrammarforlawyers.com.  You may have already tested out of some of the grammar exercises when you took the pretest in the fall; if so, you are not required to do those assigned exercises.  Unlike in LRW I, you may do the exercises at your own pace in the order listed, but all the exercises you did not test out of must be completed by the final due date at the end of the semester. That date will be included in the final version of the syllabus.  
For those who prefer, the last page of this syllabus includes suggested, optional due dates for the assigned grammar exercises, but it is up to you whether you manage the timing of your exercise completion according to the suggested dates or your own schedule. The grammar exercises are not awarded points, but you must complete all of them by ________ at 5 p.m. to pass the course.  Professionalism points also may be deducted if the exercises are not completed by the due date.
Textbooks
The texts for this semester, listed below, are the same ones that were required for LRW I; you do not need to buy any additional books for the spring. Please check with me before buying any recommended texts:
George W. Kuney & Donna C. Looper, Mastering Legal Analysis and Drafting (2009) (MLA)
David S. Romantz & Kathleen Elliott Vinson, Legal Analysis, the Fundamental Skill (2d ed. 2009) (LA)
The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (19th ed. 2010)
Tracy L McGaugh & Christine Hurt, Interactive Citation Workbook for The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (2013 edition) (ICW) 
Ruth Ann McKinney & Katie Rose Guest Pryal, Core Grammar for Lawyers (ebook) available at www.coregrammarforlawyers.com (Sign up on the Core Grammar website if you have not already by purchasing the access code to the site online.)

	Spring Sem.
	Monday Class
	Wednesday Class
	Friday Class (Research classes for first half of semester)

	Week 1 
Jan. 20


	No Class-Martin Luther King Day

 
	Topics covered: Motion Memo Introduction; Motion Practice; Client Letter; Research for Client Letter 

Reading for Today: MLA ch. 6 

Writing Assigned: Motion Memo (due 3/3); Client Letter (due 2/3) 
	Topics covered: Researching Case Law in Print

Due:  Case Law in Print Online Tutorial


	Week 2
Jan. 27
	Topics covered: Motion Memo

Writing Assigned: Advocacy Exercise (due at group tutorial)


	Topics covered: Motion Memo

Reading for Today: Persuasive Writing Handout

Due: ICW ch. 11 exercises
	Topics covered: Researching Case Law Online

Due: Case Law Online Online tutorial



	Week 3
Feb. 3
	Topics Covered: Motion Memo

Due: Client Letter
	Topics covered: Motion Memo

Reading for Today: LA, ch. 6

Due: ICW ch. 10
	Topics covered: Westlaw and Lexis



	Week 4
Feb. 10
	Topics covered: Motion Memo

Group Tutorials 

Due 24 hours before tutorial: Research Report

Due by start of tutorial: Advocacy Exercise; Motion Memo Outline
	Topics covered: Motion Memo

Group Tutorials

Due 24 hours before tutorial: Research Report

Due by start of tutorial: Advocacy Exercise; Motion Memo Outline
	Topics covered: Researching Statutes in Print

Due: Statutes in Print Online tutorial

Group Tutorials

Due 24 hours before tutorial: Research Report

Due by start of tutorial: Advocacy Exercise; Motion Memo Outline

	Week 5
Feb. 17
	Topics covered: Motion Memo

Read for Today: Persuasive Facts Handout

Individual tutorials

Due at tutorial: Full draft of Argument section, with Point Headings; Draft Statement of Facts
	Topics covered: Citation Review

Individual tutorials

Due at tutorial: Full draft of Argument section, with Point Headings; Draft Statement of Facts

Due: ICW ch. 17 exercises
	Topics covered: Researching Statutes Online

Due: Statutes Online Online tutorial

Individual tutorials

Due at tutorial: Full draft of Argument section, with Point Headings; Draft Statement of Facts

	Week 6
Feb. 24
	Topics covered: Motion Memo

Individual tutorials

Due at tutorial: Full draft of Argument section, with Point Headings; Draft Statement of Facts
	Topics covered: Self Editing

Individual tutorials

Due at tutorial: Full draft of Argument section, with Point Headings; Draft Statement of Facts

	Topics Covered: Bloomberg Law

	Week 7
Mar. 3
	Topics covered: Oral Argument Intro

Read for Today: Oral Argument Handout

Due: Motion Memo (submit to TWEN and bring print-out to class, as directed

	Topics covered: Oral Argument, cont.; Question Generation


	Topics covered: Oral Argument Practice


	Mar. 10
	Spring Break


	Week 8
March17
	No Class: Oral Argument Presentations will be scheduled this week


	No Class: Oral Argument Presentations will be scheduled this week


Due: ICW ch. 4 exercises
	Topics covered: Administrative Law

Due: Administrative Law Online tutorial




	

Week 9
March 24
	Topics covered: Contract Drafting

Read for Today: MLA, ch. 8

Writing Assigned: Contract (due 4/7)
	Topics covered: Contract Drafting



Due: ICW ch. 15 exercises
	Topics covered: Research Review

 

	Week 10
March 31
	Topics covered: Contract Drafting


	Topics covered: Contract Drafting
 
	Topics covered: Research Exam


	
Week 11
April 7
	Topics covered: Statutory Drafting*

Read for Today:  To Be Announced

Writing Assigned: Statutory Drafting Assignment (due 4/16)

Due: Contract

*Note: Classes will be coordinated with the P3 class this week. Classes will meet at regular times but may be adjusted as between LRW II and P3 meetings
	Topics covered: Statutory Drafting


	Topics covered: No Class




	Week 12
April 14
	Topics Covered: Court Websites


	Topics covered: Quick Turnaround Assignment

Due: Statutory Drafting Assignment

Writing Assigned: Quick Turnaround Assignment (due 4/23)
	No Class: Easter Break



	
Week 13
April 21
	No Class



	Topics Covered: MPT

Due: Quick Turnaround Assignment
	Topics covered: MPT Administration

*Note: Class will meet in our regular classroom for an extra hour today, starting at 8:00 and going until 10:10.

	Week 14
April 28
	Topics covered:  Cost Effective Research
	Topics Covered: Research Review for Summer Employment; Tips for Summer Jobs
	No Class



Grammar Exercises to be Done during the Semester
Exercises are found online in: Core Grammar for Lawyers (CG) – www.coregrammarforlawyers.com
The Grammar Exercises are to be done at your own pace. All must be completed by _______ at 5 p.m. (date subject to change if it conflicts with a scheduled exam) to pass the course. Earlier completion is encouraged. The optional suggestions for the timing of exercise completion below are based mainly on trying to space the exercises out over the course of the semester. You may well choose a different way to approach them. Consider, in particular, if you have received writing skills feedback about your fall memos concerning any of the skills covered in these exercises—if so, you should probably try to complete the related exercises before the Motion Memo is due. 
CG C 1-2
CG C 3-4
	Suggested completion for C exercises: Week __  
CG E 1-2
CG E 3-4
	Suggested completion for E exercises: Week __ 
CG F 1-2
CG F 3-4
	Suggested completion for F exercises: Week __
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