
HAMLINE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

Syllabus for Civil Procedure I
Fall, 2008

Professor Douglas McFarland dmcfarland@hamline.edu

Class Meetings and Office Hours
The class meets on Mondays and Thursdays from 8:00 to 9:15.  My other class meets Mondays
and Wednesdays from 11:00 to 12:15.  You will be able to find me in my office most of the day
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  The best times are right after a class.  I may also be
in the office on some Tuesdays and Fridays.

Required Text and Supplemental Materials
The required casebook for this semester, and the spring, is Allan Ides & Christopher N. May,
Civil Procedure: Cases and Problems (2d ed. 2006) [I & M].  The required enriching text is
Roger C. Park & Douglas D. McFarland, Computer-Aided Exercises on Civil Procedure (5th ed.
2004) [P & M] with accompanying exercises from the Center for Computer-Assisted Legal
Instruction [CALI], which are available on the CALI website [www.cali.org].  You are also
required to have a current copy of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure [preferably the 2008-09
educational edition].

Supplemental readings are not required, although additional readings will assist understanding of
the law of civil procedure.  I strongly recommend first-year students concentrate on close study
of their assigned materials, and do NOT consult additional, outside materials earlier than perhaps
the middle of October.  At that point, students seeking additional readings can choose from many
hornbooks, supplemental materials, and study aids.  Multi-volume treatises are available in the
library.  Of these, I recommend Charles A. Wright & Arthur R. Miller, Federal Practice and
Procedure, and Douglas D. McFarland, Minnesota Civil Practice (currently 3d edition; 4th

edition anticipated in late 2008).

A website for this class can be found on The West Education Network [TWEN].  The syllabus,
additional course materials, sample examinations, and computer-assisted lessons from the Center
for Computer-Assisted Legal Instruction [CALI] will be posted on the TWEN site.  Students
should register on TWEN as soon as possible and check the site periodically for announcements
and other materials.

Course Description and Objectives
This course studies the civil judicial process.  Specific topics include jurisdiction over persons
and property, federal subject matter jurisdiction, venue, forum non conveniens, and pleadings.

The objectives of this course are the following:



1) learning legal method, including the skill of briefing cases;
2) understanding the development of the law of civil procedure;
3) familiarity and ability to work with the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure;
4) a nodding acquaintance with other procedural systems; and
5) reading and application of jurisdictional and procedural statutes.

Classroom discussion will primarily be the Socratic method based on the case method of legal
instruction.  We will also analyze and discuss hypotheticals and problems, sometimes in groups. 
Students will be asked to demonstrate the ability to read statutes.

While case briefs will not be collected or graded, I strongly recommend that first-year students
brief every case.  We will spend the first few weeks of the semester concentrating on this skill.

Attendance Policy
At t endance wi l l be recorded by ci rcul at i on of t he at t endance sheet provi ded by           
t he regi st rar =s of f i ce At t endance i s expect ed at every cl ass Excessi ve .       .  
absences def i ned as f our absences i n a semest er wi l l resul t i n removal of t he (       )      
st udent f romt he cl ass rost er no make up work wi l l be of f ered    ;  -     .

Examination and grading
The grade wi l l be based ent i rel y on t he f i nal exami nat i on whi ch i n al l         ,   
l i kel i hood wi l l be a t hree hour exami nat i on combi ni ng bot h t radi t i onal f act    -      -
pat t ern anal ysi s quest i ons and mul t i pl e choi ce quest i ons    -  .

Assignments and Class Outline
Assignments are in Ides & May [I & M] and Park & McFarland [P & M].  Specific assignments
are made for only the first four classes.  For each class after that, prepare ahead 20-25 pages,
depending on the length of the cases and nature of the materials.  The number of classes
indicated for each chapter is an estimate only.  When the materials deal with one or more of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure [FRCP], you must in addition study the applicable rule(s) (and
preferably also the advisory committee comments).  While the fall semester materials deal with
few of the FRCP, you need to bring your rulebook to class whenever the material involves a
jurisdictional statute.

Chapt er  1. Modern Di sput e Resol ut i on Li t i gat i on and i t s Al t ernat i ves  :    
Cl ass 1 I M &  1-11

P M br i ef &  1-18;  Mot t l ey



Cl ass 2 I M &  11-24
P M br i ef &  18-26;  Baker

Cl ass 3 I M br i ef &  24-39;  Emeronye and  Johnson

No ear l i er t han af t er   cl ass work t hrough CALI exerci se CI V Anal ysi s of a  2,     05 (   
Di versi t y Case )

Cl ass 4 I M not e assi gnment f or cl ass cont i nues &  39-48 [     4 ]
Chapt er  2. Acqui r i ng Jur i sdi ct i on over t he Par t i es t o a Lawsui t cl asses        (7 )

Cl ass 4 P M &  27-30
I M &  49-62

Cl asses and beyond 5  
I M &  62-163, 172-216

Chapt er  3. Servi ce of Process and Not i ce cl asses     (2 )
I M &  217-250
P M CALI exerci se CI V Wai ver Under Rul e I n cl ass &  124-141;    09 (    12) [  ]
I M &  250-274

Chapt er  4. Subj ect Mat t er Jur i sdi ct i on cl asses   (7 )
P M &  30-32
I M &  279-282
Hodgson handout or TWEN (   )
I M &  282-286
Amer i can Wel l Works and  Smi t h excerpt s handout or TWEN [ ](   )
I M &  290-297
P M i ncl udi ng &  32-39 (  Scoggi ns)
I M &  308-325, 337-369
P M &  39-41
I M &  370-384



We wi l l di scuss examt aki ng ski l l s t ake a pract i ce exami nat i on not graded and   -  ,     (  ), 
di scuss t he exami nat i on at a conveni ent t i me i n t he semest er probabl y ear l y          (  
November cl asses) (2+ )

Chapt er  5. Venue Transf er and ForumNon Conveni ens cl asses, ,     (3 )
I M &  393-402, 405-413, 422-430

Not e al l of Exerci se Two Jur i sdi ct i on and Venue i n P M i s assi gned f or st udy:    ,   ,   & ,    
out si de of cl ass You shoul d consul t t he rel evant par t s of t he Exerci se as we  .            
compl et e t hat mat er i al and near t he end of t he st udy of j ur i sdi ct i on and venue  ,           ,
work t hrough CALI CI V Jur i sdi ct i on and Venue    03 (   ).

Chapter 7.  Pleadings and Discovery [Pleadings] (3 classes this semester)
I & M 529-552
P & M 87-93
I & M 552-571
P & M 93-102 [P & M Exercise Three (102-116) and CALI CIV 01 outside class]
I & M 41-47
Handout cases [Jiminez, Beeck, Schiavone, Zielinski]
I & M 571-585

We will not likely finish pleadings in the fall semester; we will commence the spring semester of
this continuing course at the point we end the fall semester.


